


[bookmark: _MON_1852262272][bookmark: _MON_1852262283]Email template for adopters – Send this as soon as adoption is approved.
Be sure to edit and add details!  Adoption date, time, location.
Check the litter robot link occasionally, it does expire after a few months.  Contact Sue to obtain a new one to use.

Copy/Paste all of this into email and be sure to add the three attachments!


Subject:  Congratulations! Preparing for Your Adoption Day [image: 🐾]


We’re so excited that you’ll soon be welcoming your new cat(s) or kitten(s) into your home! To help things go smoothly, here are a few important things to prepare ahead of adoption day.

[image: 🧺]Carrier for Adoption Day
Please bring a sturdy carrier for each cat on adoption day.
A top-loading carrier is highly recommended, as it makes getting the cat in and out much safer and less stressful.

[image: 💳]Adoption Donation Payment
We accept the following forms of payment for adoption donation fees:
· Cash
· Check
· Credit Card

[image: 🍽]Food to Have Ready at Home
Please stock up before adoption day so your cat’s diet stays consistent during the adjustment period.
We are currently feeding:
· Friskies Pate canned food — 3 times daily
· Purina Cat Chow (or Purina Kitten Chow, depending on age)
It’s important to keep them on this diet for at least the first week or two. Moving to a new home is already stressful, and changing food at the same time can cause digestive upset. Once your cat is comfortable and well acclimated, you can transition to a different food if you choose.
(Details on how to do this are included in the Food Transition Guide attached.)

[image: 🩺]Establishing a Vet
Please bring all veterinary paperwork you receive from us to your veterinarian as soon as possible so your new pet is on file.
If your cat ever becomes sick or injured, you’ll want this information already established with your vet rather than trying to handle paperwork during an emergency.
Cats should also receive an annual veterinary checkup, just like children do. These visits help identify small health concerns before they become serious problems.

[image: 🐱]Some Items Our Cats Love
Many adopters ask what we use in the cat rooms, so here are some items our cats really enjoy.
Litter Robot 4 (Highly Recommended)
If you use this link, you’ll get $50 off, and the rescue receives $100 credit.
https://share.litter-robot.com/x/RCOopl
Compatible Litter Bags
https://a.co/d/04IPTbbt

[image: 🧸]Toys, Exercise & Enrichment
Cats thrive with toys, scratching surfaces, and climbing spaces.
A cat tree or scratching post with sisal rope will encourage healthy scratching behavior.

A Favorite Toy:  
Rechargeable and fun!  Amazon Link.

https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0FVCSC4XH/ref=twister_B0FVD6HNWT?_encoding=UTF8&th=1
Cat Exercise Wheel (used in our cat rooms)
https://onefastcat.com
Amazon option:
https://a.co/d/0esL01nO
We recommend the One Fast Cat wheel with foam padding (the style our cats are used to). Smaller wheels or cheaper brands often have too much resistance and may not spin well, which discourages cats from using them. Options that are too small can also be uncomfortable for adult cats.

[image: 🪑]Other Favorite Cat Furniture & Beds
Tunnel Bed:
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0FQJ5M7P1?ref=ppx_pop_mob_ap_share
Solid Wood Cat Tree:
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B07FB5FNNY?ref=ppx_pop_mob_ap_share
Window Perch:
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0CGRLHTHX?ref=ppx_pop_mob_ap_share
More solid wood cat condos:
https://amzn.to/3Nh7GPY
The condos from the link above are solid wood and very sturdy. There are also many cheaper ones on Amazon that work well too — our cats love them all.

[image: 📎]Attachments Included
You’ll also find a few helpful guides attached to this email:
· Introducing Your New Cat Guide
· Food Transition Guide
· FIP Information Sheet — this explains a virus that has been appearing more frequently in cats and includes some helpful information and recommendations.

If you have any questions at all before adoption day, please don’t hesitate to reach out. We’re here to help make the transition as smooth as possible for both you and your new feline family member.
We’re excited for you — and for them! [image: 🐾]
Warmly,
Rescued Treasures Pet Adoptions Team
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FIP: What Every Cat Owner Should Know
Receiving this guide does not mean your adopted cat has FIP or is expected to develop it. Early recognition
saves lives, and this guide is simply intended to help you recognize FIP should it ever become a concern.


Why Are We Giving You This Information?
Feline Infectious Peritonitis (FIP) has become much more common in recent years, particularly in kittens and young
cats. Because almost all cats are exposed to feline coronavirus (FCoV) at some point in their lives, any cat has the
potential to develop FIP if that virus mutates—but the vast majority never will.


We're providing this guide because modern FIP treatment has changed dramatically over the past few years.
Today, FIP is highly treatable when recognized early, but diagnosis can still be confusing and recommendations
may vary. Our goal is to help you recognize the warning signs, avoid unnecessary delays, and know that you have
experienced people to turn to if questions ever arise.


FAQ
What is FIP?
Feline Infectious Peritonitis (FIP) is a disease that occurs when the common feline coronavirus (FCoV) mutates
inside a cat's body. While feline coronavirus is widespread, most cats exposed to it will never develop FIP.


Is FIP the same as FeLV or FIV?
No. FIP is completely different and is not related to FeLV or FIV. Every cat adopted through Rescued Treasures
Pet Adoptions is tested for FeLV and FIV prior to adoption, and all cats are negative before going to their new
homes.


Is FIP contagious?
No. While feline coronavirus is common and spreads between cats, the mutated virus that causes FIP cannot
spread from one cat to another.


If most cats are exposed to feline coronavirus, does that mean they'll get FIP?
No. Exposure to feline coronavirus is very common, especially in kittens and cats that have lived with other cats.
The vast majority of cats exposed to FCoV will never develop FIP. FIP occurs only if the virus mutates inside an
individual cat—a rare event that cannot currently be predicted. Simply being exposed does not mean a cat has FIP
or is likely to develop it.


Our goal isn't to make you worry—it's to help you recognize FIP early and know where to turn if it ever becomes a
concern.


Is FIP still a death sentence?
No. Thanks to modern antiviral medications, FIP is now highly treatable. When recognized and treated early, the
success rate is excellent.


Symptoms to Watch For
FIP can look like many other illnesses. One symptom alone usually isn't concerning, but several occurring together
should raise suspicion—especially in kittens and young cats.


• Persistent fever that doesn't improve with antibiotics


• Loss of appetite


• Lethargy or hiding


• Weight loss


• Swollen abdomen or difficulty breathing due to fluid buildup


• Eye inflammation or vision changes


• Neurologic signs such as wobbliness, tremors, or seizures


• Sudden changes in behavior or personality







These symptoms do not automatically mean your cat has FIP, but they do warrant prompt veterinary
evaluation.


Diagnosis: There Is No Single Test
There is no single test that can confirm or rule out FIP. Diagnosis is based on your cat's symptoms, physical
examination, CBC, chemistry panel (especially globulin levels and the albumin/globulin ratio), age, medical history,
and response to treatment.


Always ask your veterinarian for a printed or digital copy of your cat's bloodwork.


Our Experience
Over the past several years, Rescued Treasures Pet Adoptions has successfully treated dozens of cats with FIP
using modern antiviral medications. Because FIP diagnosis and treatment have changed so rapidly, some
veterinarians have limited experience with the disease and may recommend extensive testing or treatment trials
before considering FIP. This can delay antiviral treatment and lead to significant unnecessary expense. If FIP is
ever suspected, we're happy to review bloodwork, discuss concerns, and help you find the most efficient path
forward while working alongside your veterinarian.


There Is Hope
Until recently, FIP was considered almost always fatal. Today, thanks to modern antiviral medications, it has
become one of the most treatable serious diseases in cats. Many cats begin showing noticeable improvement within
just a few days of starting treatment, and when recognized early, the chances of a full recovery are excellent.


Questions? We're Here to Help.
If your veterinarian mentions FIP—or you simply wonder if it could be FIP—we're happy to review bloodwork,
discuss symptoms, and share our experience navigating diagnosis and treatment.


rescuedtreasurescats@gmail.com
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INTRODUCING A NEW CAT TO YOUR HOME

(Especially With Other Animals)

Bringing a new cat into a home with existing pets is not a quick process — and that’s okay. Going slow is the single most important thing you can do to set everyone up for success.

“Slow & easy wins the race.”

You truly cannot go too slow — but if you go too fast, you can’t go backwards. Once stress, fear, or hostility develops, it can be very difficult to undo.

THE MOST IMPORTANT RULES

· A separate room or safe space is REQUIRED for several weeks minimum. This is non-negotiable.

· No face-to-face meetings for at least one full week with kittens. Adult cats require a minimum of two full weeks — and it is very typical to go longer.

· Sniffing through a closed door or baby gate is okay — direct contact is not.

WHY GOING SLOW MATTERS

· Even the calmest resident cats WILL react when their territory feels invaded.

· Hissing, growling, hiding, or aggression are normal stress responses.

· Once a resident cat becomes upset or hostile, it is very hard to reverse.

BASIC TIPS

· Set up a dedicated safe room with food, water, litter box, bed, and hiding spots.

· Rotate scents by swapping bedding or toys before visual contact.

· Feed on opposite sides of a door or gate to build positive associations.

· Watch body language carefully. If there is tension, slow down.

· Progress only when everyone is calm. Time is your best tool.

INTRODUCING CATS TO DOGS

· Your cat must have a completely dog-free safe room for several weeks.

· No face-to-face introductions for a minimum of one full week — often longer, especially with adult cats.

· Dogs must ALWAYS be leashed and calm for any early introductions.

· Never allow chasing, staring, or cornering.

· The timeline is based on the cat’s comfort — not the dog’s enthusiasm.

FINAL REMINDER

Every cat is different. Some need days, others need weeks or even months. Going slow builds trust and gives your new cat the best chance to succeed.

Slow & easy wins the race — every single time.


First impressions between pets are just as important as they are between people. By providing a slow and steady introduction, the result can be rewarding for both your feline companions. Here are a few tips and precautionary steps to help make cat-cat introductions pleasant for everyone involved.

Keep the cats separate at first. House the new cat in a separate room for at least seven days (kittens) or two weeks (adults) with food, water, bedding, litter box, toys, scratching post, and hiding places. This allows both cats to become familiar with each other's scent before meeting.

Encourage positive associations while they remain separated. Feed treats or canned food on opposite sides of the closed door and swap bedding every few days. Some hissing is normal. Never punish hissing or growling, as this creates a negative association. Cats that continue to hiss at the other's scent simply need more time.

Don't allow the cats to see each other until there has been little or no hissing for a couple of days.

Allow visual contact only through a physical barrier such as:

· a door held slightly ajar (so they can't pass through)

· a mesh barrier or screen door

· a children's stair gate

Keep sessions short and positive. Offer treats or toys, and separate the cats immediately if either becomes distressed.

If hissing continues beyond the first week, continue feeding treats on opposite sides of the barrier and praise calm behavior. Move food farther away if needed, then gradually decrease the distance. Progress only after both cats remain relaxed for several days.

Choose the first introductions when everyone is calm—ideally after a meal or play session. Stay relaxed yourself, as cats can sense your tension.

Gradually increase supervised time together. Once the cats routinely spend 4–5 hours together without incident, they can usually begin sharing the home full-time. Some introductions take only a few weeks, while others require several months.

Maintain separate feeding areas and at least one litter box per cat, plus one extra, during the transition. You may eventually reduce duplicate food and water stations if everyone remains comfortable, but return them if signs of stress develop.
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Food Transition Guide for Newly Adopted Cats & Kittens

When a cat or kitten is adopted, they are experiencing many changes at once — a new home, new people, new smells, and a new routine. For their health and comfort, it is extremely important that their diet remains stable during the initial adjustment period.

Week 1: No Food Changes

For the first full week after adoption, do NOT change the cat's food at all. Even if you plan to feed a different brand long-term, please continue feeding the exact same food provided by the rescue for at least 7 days. Sudden food changes can cause digestive upset, diarrhea, vomiting, and unnecessary stress.

Upgrading to Higher Quality Food

If you would like to transition your cat to a higher quality food, that is highly encouraged. Rescues often must work within tight budgets, which can limit the brands we are able to provide.

Some high-quality brands we recommend include:

Blue Buffalo

Wellness

Tiki Cat

Instinct

Merrick

Weruva

Nulo

Open Farm

Stella & Chewy's

Please Avoid Downgrading Food Quality

We do not recommend transitioning cats to cheaper or lower-quality foods. Many inexpensive brands contain high levels of ash, fillers, artificial flavors, and colorings. These ingredients provide very little nutritional value and can contribute to digestive problems and long‑term health concerns.

Foods we do NOT recommend include:

Meow Mix

Temptations brand dry or wet food

Generic grocery store brands

Dollar store brands

Foods With Gravy

Wet foods that contain heavy gravy are also not recommended. Many cats simply lick off the gravy and leave the meat behind, which means they are not receiving the full nutritional value of the meal.

How to Transition Food (After the First Week)

Once your cat has been in your home for at least one full week and is comfortable, you may begin a VERY slow transition to a new food if desired.

The transition should occur gradually over several days. Only move to the next step if your cat's stool remains normal (no diarrhea or runny stool).

Recommended transition schedule:

Days 1–3: 25% new food / 75% original food

Days 4–6: 50% new food / 50% original food

Days 7–9: 75% new food / 25% original food

Day 10+: 100% new food

If at any point your cat develops diarrhea, stomach upset, or stops eating, slow the process down or return to the previous ratio until their digestion stabilizes.

Important Reminder

Never change a cat's food during their first week in a new home. Stability during this period helps prevent stress-related illness and allows your new pet to settle in comfortably.
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